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At Pendleton, Oregon, Thurs-
da_y Sept. 11, 1913, accurred the
death of William Ayers, a pioneer
resident of Morrow county, who
was a palient at the Eastern Ore-
gon hospital for the care of the
insane,

The remains were brought to
Heppner on Friday and funeral
services held from the M. E.
church, South, Saturday after-
noon at 2 o’clock, Rev. H. A. Van
Winkle officiating. Iriterment
took place in the family lot in
Masonic cemetery.

William Avers was born near
Terre Haute, Indiana, May 6,
1835. While yeta child he moved
with his parentsto Des Moines
county, lowa, where they en-
gaged in farming. Later they
moved to Washington county,
and in 1847 to Keokuk county, in
the same state, His father died
when William was about ten
vears of age and being the oldest
son he was obliged to early learn
to carry the burdens of life, get-
ting little opportunity to attend
even the primitive schools of that
time. This lack of opportunity
he made up for in careful read-
ing at odd times and industrious
research in later years,

In 1853 he erossed the plains
to Omgrm City. After spending
a winter in Oregon he went to
California and operated in the
mines for two vears, accumulat-
ing a fortune, and then returned
to Towa via the Isthmus. He
bought land there and farmed
until 1862 when he again sold out
and crossed the plains with his
brother, He settled on Little
Butter creek in this county in
1870, where he took a homestead
tuullm was later added about
1200 geres, making one of the
best ranches in the county. He
engaged in cattle and sheep rais-
ing for many years, and finally
retired, settling in Heplmel

Mr. Ayers was married to Ma-
tilda C. Bourd, in Decatur coun-
ty, lowa, October 4, 1857, and is
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needs of our territory
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